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ligence and industry. Once it happened that Naicker received news of
the river embankment near a village having given way. He sent for his
clerk, but the latter being absent, the boy Muttuswami answered the calL
Asked by Naicker to make inquiries about the mishap, Muttuswami went
round the whole place and brought all the news. Mr. Naicker did not
quite believe him, but, being in a hurry, he passed on the boy's report.
Later, Mr. Naicker was much pleased to know that the facts collected by
Muttuswami were quite accurate.
Not being satisfied with the kind of life he was leading, Muttuswami
resolved to rise higher and started going to school whenever he could
find the time. Mr. Naicker, who noticed this, kept him for 18 months in a
Mission school at Negapatam, and then sent him to a High School in
Madras. He also gave him a letter of recommendation to Raja Sir T.
Madhav Rao. Muttuswami made daily progress in his studies. Mr. Powell,
who was then the Headmaster of the School, saw Muttuswami's
merit, and gave him special attention. In 1854, Muttuswami wrote
an English essay, which won him a prize of Rs. 500. After he had
finished-his studies at the High School, he was appointed a teacher on
Rs. 60 a month. He rose by stages till he became a responsible education
officer. The Government had meanwhile instituted an examination for
the Pleader's Sanad1. Muttuswami prepared for the examination, and stood
first in it. In those days the judges used to go on tour from time to time
in order to inspect the work of the munsiffs.* Once Judge Beauchamp3 went
there on a surprise visit. He was so pleased to see Muttuswami's work that
he remarked, "Muttuswami deserves to take a seat by my side". Muttu-
swami's ability proved to be so outstanding that he was later appointed
a Magistrate in Madras. Judge Holloway was much pleased with him. He
advised him to pursue his legal studies further, and he did so. As an aid
to this study, he learnt German also. He had a very independent mind.
An Indian once lodged a complaint against a High Court judge, charging
him with assault. Muttuswami, without any hesitation, issued a summons
to the judge. The Chief Magistrate suggested that the judge need not
be obliged to appear in person. But Muttuswami paid no heed. The
judge had to appear before him and was fined Rs. 3. Later, Muttu-
swami became a judge of the Small Causes Court. In 1878, he was
awarded a C. I. E. and made a High Court judge. He was the first
Indian to be appointed to that office. His judgments were so sound and
carried such authority that to this day, it is said, they can hold their own
against those of the best English judges. The famous Mr. Whitley Stokes
says that he has seen few judgments that can compare with those of Muttu-
swami Aiyar and Syed Mahmud. His work was so exceptional in every
way that he was made Chief Justice in 1893. Worn out by hard work,
Muttuswami died in 1895.
1 Licence to practise
2 Judges of subordinate courts
3 Civil judge, Tanjore at the time